
Achieving real security
Earl Nightingale, who was the pioneer of much of today's success movement, was fond
of saying that the only true security you achieved was when you were dead. After you're
dead, you're secure. Up to that time, security is merely an illusion.

Be that as it may, for most of us, a little bit of security would be a nice thing to have once
in a while, particularly in today's amazing, fast-paced world. How can we best gain the
security we seek?

It's likely you try to do this by establishing some sort of control on your life. You might
attempt to control those around you. You may attempt to control aspects of your job. You
might try to control your weight, or your environment, or your hair color.

When seeking security, control is the first tool most of us use to attempt to become more
secure. It's also the one thing that you are least likely to gain.

Let's face it: in most circumstances, when feel you have some element on control, you
don't really understand the situation. You may be able to stash away money in a bank, or
buy large blocks of a mutual fund, but you can't control what will happen to that
investment. Stocks and bonds go up and down in value. Banks are taken over or go belly
up. Sure, in today's environment, you are likely to get some security by putting your
money in a bank, but inflation will eat your money away in the long run.

Some people try to control those around them: bosses attempt to control subordinates;
parents try to control their children; kids try to control the cat; cats try to control their
owners, and so on. In each case, the feeling of control may be strong, but the actual
control is not strong at all. If parents were able to adequately control their children, the
birthrate would be lower, the accident rate would be down, and the sale of nose rings
would be non-existent. Even when a parent controls what her daughter wears to school,
she can always change to something else as soon as she's out of the parent's view.

So...at best, the feeling of being in control is an illusion. At worst, it's an outright lie.

How then do we gain security?

It seems odd to say it, but the way you gain security is by embracing the insecure. It's a
terrifying thought, to be sure -- when you want security, following the insecure way is a
difficult decision to make -- but it's the only chance you really have.

Do you want financial security? You won't gain it without taking a chance, even if that
chance is learning to trust yourself. Do you seek rewarding work? You won't get it unless
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you learn to believe in yourself. The old maxim of the turtle is true: "Behold the turtle --
he doesn't get anywhere unless he sticks his neck out."

True security is achieved by believing in yourself, constantly improving your skills,
constantly re-inventing yourself into something better, someone brighter. True security is
bought and paid for by the hours of extra learning you do, by the extra hour a day you
devote to yourself, by taking the chance to dream a little, and then follow your dreams.

If you're just renting out your time to your employer, every day, all the time, and the only
thing you do when you're not working is to relax, you're not gaining security. You gain
security only by revitalizing yourself, constantly, continually.

True security is gained only by being inherently insecure. It's gained by constant,
intelligent change.
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