
Programming ourselves for Success
I have just spent a few days dealing with some computer programming. I am not the best
programmer in the world, but I have the virtue of being persistent. I try and try and try
some more. I change what doesn't work (and sometimes what does work), and then I try
it again. I keep at it until it works, and I fully understand what is going on in the program.

Computers, you see, are basically idiots with a good memories. They do only what you
tell them to do, in the order you tell them to do it. All the bugs, trouble, and unexpected
results you gain from a computer basically are the result of that equation. The computer
did what the programmer told it to do, and it did it unfailingly (allowing for hardware
problems). It may or may not have done what you wanted it to do. Since it had no idea
what you actually had in mind, it did what you told it to do, instead.

Believe it or not, our internal programming works similarly to this computer analogy.
The results we get -- the success we attain -- are mostly the result of the steps we take.
Like the computer, we gain the results that our actions demand.

I don't know about you, dear reader -- but frankly, this sometimes bothers me! I think that
I should gain much more success than I should be getting from the action I am willing to
dedicate. I figure I should have a million dollars in the bank, when I haven't contributed
enough value to gain that million. I figure I should be slim and trim, but I sometimes eat
the wrong things. I figure I should have a job that makes me happy, but that doesn't force
me to find such a position.

It's the old law of the planter -- whatever we plant, that's what we will reap.

Earl Nightingale had a wonderful analogy concerning sowing and reaping. He noted that
if we plant nightshade, a deadly poison, we gain nightshade. If we plant wheat, we gain
wheat. We gain the bad in abundance, just as we gain the good. It all depends on what we
plant in our lives and in our minds.

Those computer programs that I write sometimes don't work the first time. Our attempts
sometimes error out as well. That doesn't mean we should quit trying the first time
around. We need to step back, do a bit of debugging, and choose a path and program that
is right for the result we seek.

We should invest our time and energy in seeking the right programs for our life -- we
need to ensure we are planting the right mix in the gardens of our mind and our life.
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