
Resolving to succeed
Dear reader, if you're reading this, you've likely got a good chance of success.

But have you resolved to succeed?

What does it mean to "resolve" to do something?

Resolving to do something means to commit to it wholeheartedly, and then, if
necessary, burn your bridges behind you.

Tony Robbins tells of one person who resolved that he would never drive an old
car again. To make his dream come to fruition, he took the old car he was
driving, and destroyed it.

Crazy? Maybe...but it worked. It was the last impetus he needed to put his years
of failure behind him.

So...you may not have it in you to actually "burn your bridges behind you," but
you've got to figuratively do it in order to succeed.

In order to gain the success you seek, you must decide, without any other
options, that you will succeed, and then take the action to make it happen, never
giving a backward look to what came before.

Too many of us keep our backward options open for too long. We never make
the effort, and never take the chance because we never need to. We've got our
escape path behind us. It's as if we say to ourselves: "You know, if we think
about it, that escape path looks pretty good. In fact, it's looking a lot better than
we thought it was. You know, that backward path is absolutely beautiful. Gee...I
guess I'm facing the wrong way. Hey...I didn't want to go there, anyway!"

"Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than
any other one thing," said Abraham Lincoln.

Lincoln was a man who resolved to succeed. He didn't have an easy life. He was
a failure more often than a success. He lived a solitary, lonely, life. Still, he
pressed on; still he succeeded, even with everything against him.

The point is not to quit, as this excerpt of a famous poem by Robert W. Service
illustrates:
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"You're sick of the game!" Well, now that's a shame.
You're young and you're brave and you're bright.
"You've had a raw deal!" I know--but don't squeal,
Buck up, do your damnedest, and fight.
It's the plugging away that will win you the day,
So don't be a piker, old pard!
Just draw on your grit, it's so easy to quit.
It's the keeping-your chin-up that's hard.

(from "The Quitter, by Robert W. Service)
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