
Believing in what you do, and
then doing it.
In the book "David Copperfield," by Charles Dickens, Copperfield wrote about his
life, and his path to success:

"Whatever I have tried to do in life, I have tried with all my heart to do well, that
whatever I have devoted myself to, I have devoted myself to complete, that in
great aims and in small, I have always been thoroughly in earnest."

Although Copperfield is a fictional character, his advice still rings true. I like the
more recent version: "Whatever you do, do your damnedest."

I know it's altogether too common to start on something, and then never quite
finish it. Upon reading this, my wife will no doubt bring up that screenplay that I'm
three-quarters of the way through. Heaven knows, I'm not immune, although I
would like to be.

An oft-quoted little ditty is this one:

Stick to your task 'til it sticks to you;
Beginners are many, but enders are few.
Honor, power, place and praise
Will come, in time, to the person who stays.

Stick to your task 'til it sticks to you;
Bend at it, sweat at it, smile at it, too.
For out of the bend and the sweat and the smile
Will come life's victories, after awhile.

Author unknown

What good is starting something, if you don't finish it?

Copperfield also says the following: "I never could have done what I have
done...without the determination to concentrate myself on one object at a time,
no matter how quickly its successor should come upon its heels."

A popular time management method espoused by Brian Tracy suggests that we
start with the most important item, and then keep at it until you can't go any
further. We then move to the next important item, and keep on going.

"Sure," you say, "that method's great in theory, but I have interruptions."
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If you're like me, you've got a day full of interruptions. But even then, if you've got
a plan, and systematically keep to that plan, returning to it after each interruption,
you've got less chance of being derailed.

It's the finishing that matters here. Finishing a job means the difference between
being a professional and an amateur.

Throw yourself into a job. See it to a satisfactory conclusion, and then move on to
a new challenge to conquer.
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