
Getting better day by day
I was in the grocery store a couple of weeks ago, shopping with my wife. Now,
ordinarily, I don't shop with my wife -- she either assigns me to pick something
up, or she does it herself.  Part of the reason behind this is when we're shopping
together, the grocery bills tend to get higher than they ordinarily would.

Anyway, she wanted some onions, and picked up a bag of sweet onions.

My curiosity was piqued. I am familiar with the famous (and very excellent)
Vidalia onions from Georgia, and the similar-but-different Walla Walla onions
from Washington state. These particular onions hailed from Texas.

In researching it, I was amazed at the number of sweet onion varieties -- in fact,
the number of onions themselves.

All through the ages, humankind has attempted -- and succeeded -- in the quest
to make thing better. Were it not so, we'd still be living in caves, hitting each other
over the head with clubs.

OK -- well, in some areas we're not that much better. The clubs have gotten
bigger.

What is it about people that make us strive to become better, even to the extent
of making onions sweeter and tomatoes redder?

It's our endless desire to achieve and grow.

Oddly enough, this desire doesn't seem to exist in everybody. Some people are
content to spend each day the same as the day before it. They are quite willing to
eat the same foods, watch the same TV programs, drive the same roads, have
the same conversations, and live the exact same life, day after day after day after
day.

You of course, dear reader, are a person on the road to success, so you're not
like this. You try and become better, each and every day -- and often you'll
succeed.

Why is it that we strive to make our lives better? Ambition? Excitement? The
search for the great beyond?

It's difficult to say what it is, exactly -- but it appears to be hardwired into each of
us -- that unique desire to make the world a better place.

Salesstar.com Monday Morning Motivation    
5/31/2004THE POSITIVE PLACE. SALES MOTIVATION AND PERSONAL GROWTH



Tony Robbins is fond of referring to this as "CANI" -- Constant And Never-ending
Improvement.

Each day, our improvement doesn't need to be extraordinary. It can be just a little
bit of improvement, a little bit at a time -- and yet we should strive to end each
day a little bit better than we were the day before.

We can think of it as compound interest. Like the interest earned (or charged) at
a financial institution, each day's improvement builds on the "principal" that had
accrued the day before, plus whatever interest (improvements) we've generated.

Each time we get better, we gain the ability to get better still. Each time we grow,
we learn how to grow a little bit more.

Growers could have easily stuck with the old-fashioned onions, but for some
reason, they moved to growing the sweet varieties. I don't know about you, but
I'm glad they did. A slab of Vidalia onion tastes a lot better on top of a juicy
hamburger than a similar slab of an old-fashioned yellow, purple, or white onion.

We can become better each day. We can develop ourselves so we can make our
life into a better, sweeter life, with just a little bit of compound interest, and a bit of
improvement each day.
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