
Being a light to others
Some of the most interesting reading I ever do is out of my disciplines -- the
amount of information I learn is amazing, and the insights I gain for my own life is
equally interesting.

Some time ago, I was reading about some military survival training that was
conducted in the middle of the night. As part of the training, a soldier some miles
away lit a cigarette lighter. The lesson of the training was immediate. With just a
flick of a flame, the single, solitary light gave away potentially life-threatening
information -- teaching the soldiers the power of light.

Like the light in the story, each of us has the power to be a light to others,
particularly in dark times. Recently, many economies in the world have been
experiencing some very dark times. In such times, a leader who can stand up as
a light to other people is worth his or her weight in gold.

What does it mean to be a "light to others?" It means to be an inspiration. It
means someone who can motivate, cheer up, and excite someone else. More
than that, though, it means being a clear example of what someone else can
become.

Being a light to others is a great responsibility -- and often you don't even know
you're doing it. As you develop an internal flame, people look up to you. They
respect you, without even knowing why. They emulate you, even if you don't
believe you're worthy of emulation.

People follow what you believe; they model themselves after you, they attempt to
become more like you.

As a light to others, you have the ability to kindle other lights. Like a burning
flame can start other flame, you have the ability to energize an organization,
literally setting it on fire. As one person who is a light to others, you can make a
major difference in the lives of the workers in a whole company.

A couple of weeks ago, I watched as a wildfire burned the hills near a desert city.
The culprits turned out to be two teenage boys, who had been playing with
matches. One match started the dry brush on fire. Pretty soon, a drought-ridden
desert landscape was ablaze with a wildfire. Twenty-five thousand acres later,
the fire was extinguished.
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Although this example was damaging to others, the principle stays the same. A
person who is a light to others can create a wildfire in a company. A small spark
can create a major burning in the hearts of your colleagues.

Chose to become a light to those around you. Choose to create exceptional
enthusiasm, extraordinary motivation, ultimate dedication, and visionary thinking,
and share it with others.
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