
Forging your vision for the
future
Can you see the future?

Psychics aside, none of us are going to have a lot of accuracy where predicting
the future comes in. But with a bit of thought, and a lot of work, we can choose to
make our futures become what we wish.

The other day, I was listening to some material on tape that was recorded 40
years ago. The author spoke of how the children of that day would have to
contend with bombs dropping, nuclear holocaust, wars and disease.

Well, time has shown that the predictions of that long-dead author were for
naught. The world has not yet destroyed itself; perhaps it will by tomorrow, but so
far, it's still intact, and human beings are still thriving.

Sure, there are the wars to consider. Those 40 years have been full of wars of
one sort or another. Right now, the United States and much of the free world is
conducting a war against terrorism. In the last 40 years, we've seen the Vietnam
war, the Falklands war, the Gulf War, and the current wars, just to mention the
more obvious ones.

We've worried about various things: Y2K (remember how it was going to make
airplanes fall from the sky at the stroke of midnight), pestilence, disease, drought,
floods, global warming, the new ice age, depressions, recessions, inflation,
deflation, stagflation, and when J. K. Rowling is going to publish the next Harry
Potter book.

We've worried about many of these things, even though not all of them have
come to pass. As Mark Twain reportedly said, "I'm a very old man, and I've had a
lot of problems in my life, most of which never came about."

So -- we can't predict the future, and we can't dwell in the past. The past has
been a none-too-accurate predictor of what the future may bring us.

What's a person to do?

Consider this statement, uttered by a U.S. Commerce Department official, some
15 years ago: "The future belongs to those who reach for it."

Are you reaching?
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Have you ever realized just how much effect you can have on the future?

In the perennial Christmas favorite, "It's a Wonderful Life," small-town savings-
and-loan official George Bailey is shown what effect he had had on his small
town, and the lives of the people who lived there.

Bailey soon found that his one life touched hundreds, if not thousands, of other
lives. He found that one person can make a difference -- and should.

Although "It's a Wonderful Life" is only a movie, the principle holds true, even in
this day and age. We have the priceless opportunity to impact the lives of those
people around us -- for better or worse.

Through that impact, we actually can carve the future -- making life better for
those who come after us. We can also create a future of failure, where our lives,
and the lives of those who we impact, are started on a course toward despair.

How can we make this much of a difference?

Obviously, if you've got a lot of money to spread around, you can make a lot of
difference. Andrew Carnegie, for example, blessed the lives of millions by
endowing public libraries across the United States. John D. Rockefeller Jr.
bought up thousands of acres of land, and then gave it to the U.S. to be used as
a public park. Grand Teton National Park now stands on land that Rockefeller
gave away, no strings attached.

Or, if you have great political power, you can make major differences. Here in the
United States where I live, Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson, Madison, Franklin,
Roosevelt were all leaders who left their mark on the United States.  Each
country has its own leaders and founders who have, through effort great or small,
pushed through mighty change.

But making mighty change in the future is not just the prerogative of the mighty
and great. Think of the persons who formed the protocols and technology that
created the Internet you use today. Think of the scientists who found cures for
once-fatal diseases, or the engineers who created the technologies that come
into your life each day.

Even a common household appliance like the refrigerator or the toaster was once
only a dream in the mind of one person -- and yet look how your life has been
changed as a result.

Can you change the future, even though you're just one person? You bet you
can, buddy -- but only if you choose to be great.



It really doesn't matter what job you're now doing. You can be great in any
position. What matters is that you choose to make a difference in the lives of the
people you meet -- and that you choose to meet more people, and impact their
lives for the better.

Some years ago, the father of a friend of mine died unexpectedly. I went to his
funeral, and was astounded as person after person related how much difference
he had made in their lives.

What did this man do? He sold insurance in a little town in Idaho.

But besides selling insurance, he was active in Rotary International, eventually
becoming a district governor. He aided people who were in need of help. He was
active in his local church. He actively worked to touch the lives of each person
with whom he came in contact, and as a result, he changed people's lives.

Business leaders can have an immeasurable effect on the people they lead, as
well. Through inspiring, coaching, mentoring, and teaching, leaders can make a
positive difference in the lives of their employees.

More important than that, each of us can have a great effect for the future on the
lives of our family members -- both good and bad.

It takes vision to make a positive future

Sure -- I can hear it now: "I've got vision: I can see well in each eye."

That's not the type of vision I'm referring to.

The type of vision we need is the type to envision the future before it actually
comes about.

It may be something as simple as seeing the way a customer may be best
cultivated, or it might be something as vast as changing the structure of a whole
industry. Either way, it takes vision.

What is vision?

Vision is the ability to see something that has not yet happened. It's that simple,
and that amazing.

Sure, there are supposedly those people who can call the next horse race before
it takes place, although I've never met one of them. There are others who claim
to be able to tell you what you're going to do tomorrow, just by staring at the
stars. If they can do that, it's a pretty neat trick, but I'm not going to set my watch
by them.



I'm interested in the type of vision that is dedicated to building something.

Before any building is built, the architect already envisioned it. He or she knew
exactly what it would look like, before one spade of ground was even dug.

I heard the story the other day of a man who had a big piece of granite sitting in
his front yard. He decided to do something with the granite, so he picked up a
hammer and chisel, and even though he didn't know anything about sculpting, he
carved himself a statue of an elephant.

Passersby would ask him how he could have carved such a realistic-looking
elephant.

"It's easy," he replied. "I just carved away anything that didn't look like an
elephant."

To do that, he had to have vision. He had to see the elephant before anyone else
could see it.

Mozart could hear symphonies in his head before he ever set them to paper.
Michelangelo saw paintings in his head before he ever painted them. Many great
writers plan out their books before they write even one word. When they start to
write, they merely turn on the tap, and the words rush out, preplanned, pre-
envisioned.

We can envision our future, and then set it in motion.

What does it take? A bit of study, a bit of wisdom, and quite a bit of thinking.

Spend an hour a week thinking about your future, and you'll spend forty times
more than anyone around you. Spend twenty minutes a day, and you'll soon find
your future starts to take hold. Spend an hour a day, and you'll find you're making
great strides in becoming a master visionary.

As you gain vision, people will start to notice. Your life will change for the better.
Great opportunities will open up. You will grow to become significantly different
than you are today. You will become a much better person.

What does it take? A little bit of time and study.

Divert the time you now spend watching the boob tube. Think while you're
exercising, or when you're on your evening walk. Take a piece of paper and write
down thoughts while you're stuck in traffic, or waiting at a traffic light. Even if
you're the busiest person around, you can choose to steal a little bit of time here



and there from more useless activities, or when on the plane, in the bathroom, or
at church.

You can even think about ideas while you're shaving, or when you're in the
shower. Think in the shower, rather than sing. Your family will no doubt thank you
for it.

Vision is something that will make a significant difference in your life. Coupled
with goals, and merged with an action plan, it can turn your life, and your future
around. It can also impact the lives of the people you deal with in a positive,
incredible way.

The reason I used the word "forging" in this week's title is because when you
forge something, you turn raw material into a useful object. That's what you need
to do to gain a vision -- turn the raw materials of your mind into a useful future for
yourself, your family, your business, and your world.
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