
Determining your future
It's a truth that many of us never quite learn: when you make a decision, you
choose your future path.

Odd, isn't it? It's such an obvious thing when you're driving -- when you choose a
road, you choose a range of destinations. Yet, when we look at our lives, many of
us learn this lesson only after years of heartache and trouble.

Choose to save money, and you choose to gain money. Choose to start saving
money when you're 24, and you'll have a lot more money when you're 64.
Choose to start saving it when you're 62, and it's going to be difficult to save
enough to have much of a nest egg when that gold watch rolls around.

Choose to specialize in a particular discipline, and you choose not to look at
countless others.

With all this uncertainty, it's perhaps easy to see why some people decide not to
choose at all. Of course, deciding "not to choose" is a choice in itself. These
people choose nothing.

A recent "quote of the day" from Nightingale-Conant had this excerpt from Jack
Welch, former CEO of General Electric: ""Control your destiny or somebody else
will."  Welch, as many of you no doubt know, controlled the destiny of many
people while at GE. When he first started with the company, workers referred to
him as "Neutron Jack." When he came into a business, the furniture remained,
but the people had all gone.

It's odd to think about, but most people who wander blindly through life's trials,
never really set a course to follow -- they never really make decisions. Their job
is often the first job they secured. Their spouse is the first one who would marry
them. Their home is wherever the job -- or the in-laws -- demanded. Their ideas
are whatever ideas came over talk radio this morning, and their hopes and
desires were formed by undirected daydreams and delusions of grandeur.

They never seek their dreams, because they don't know how to start -- they
rarely move from their starting place, because they don't have a goal, a desire, a
plan, or a need.

These are the people who wander aimlessly through life -- not because they like
to wander (I enjoy the occasional aimless wander, as long as it doesn't get out of
hand) but because they have never decided not to wander.

Salesstar.com Monday Morning Motivation    9/1/2003

THE POSITIVE PLACE. SALES MOTIVATION AND PERSONAL GROWTH



Too many of us have allowed ourselves to be pulled and pushed through life --
never choosing a path, never making our own start, never choosing to make a
difference in our lives or the lives of the people we love.

Well, for those of us who have been wandering, let me bring up one more truism:

You can't limit the future -- you can only limit your part in it.

Face it -- the future is going to be there one way or the other (and if it's not, which
of us is going to be around to care, anyway). When we avoid making positive
choices in our life, for whatever reason, we only hurt ourselves. We limit our
future, our joy, and our ability to help ourselves and others.

When we "float along" the river of life, we wind up wherever the current takes us -
- for good or bad. We may crash on the rocks, or wind up flowing to somewhere
wonderful, but the choice is not our own. We have it thrust upon us.

It's far better to add a rudder to our lives -- even a small goal will give us
direction; even a small decision can make a significant change in our lives.

Let's choose to be a part of the future we deserve.
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