
What's Truly Important
The debacle of election results greeting this nation has paralyzed the country in front of

their TV sets. Cable news programs are getting high numbers; network news operations and
newspapers are running opinion polls; water cooler conversations have rarely been so animated.
Everyone has an opinion, everyone has a point of view, and we're all fascinated by the tumult
generated by this strangest of all American elections.

The election news has captivated a nation, and has taken away from the things about this
life that are really important. We have surrendered our minds to pundits and analysts, lawyers and
news anchors. If we believe the television networks and the newspapers, we are in the middle of a
"constitutional crisis," and the world will turn black or white depending on if some Florida voters
mistakenly voted for Pat Buchanan.

Well, take heart. Life has still gone on. People are still born, people still die. A touch of
one hand on another still means more for most people than what "Al" or "W" think. The smile on
a baby's face still captivates most people more than any cable news anchor. Whether your spouse
is sick or healthy means infinitely more than which one of these bozos finally gets into the White
House.

People care most about what matters to them, personally. They didn't care much about
Clinton's troubles because it wasn't their daughter he was doing it with. They didn't care a lot
about Newt Gingrich because most of them hadn't ever met him. In the long run, whichever of
these two people gets into power isn't going to make a whole lot of difference...but who gets
elected to the local school board will make a whole lot of difference to how your son or daughter
gets educated.

You see...it all boils down to what's really important. Most people have a scale of
importance to them. They know that family is more important than politics. They know they need
to worry more about having their children safe than they worry about any "lockbox" policy. They
know they need to worry more about having a job than they do about how many votes separate
the two candidates. Most pundits, though, have already surrendered their scale of importance to
the dark side. They care about all this stuff, desparately, passionately. They are so caught up in
the excitement of the election that they are forgetting the people who will be led. They are caught
up so much in the few people who may have been unable to correctly put a pin in a hole, that they
forget the millions who got it right.

Should this election have meant more to people than it did? Should Clinton's stupidity
have meant more to the country? Should the lack of leadership generated by this country's leaders
mean more than it does? Sure. It should. We should step right in and fix it all. Of course, that's
what election day is all about.

This election is a good indication of what's right, and what's wrong, with the way we run
this republic. I suspect if there would have been a real leader or visionary in the running, we
wouldn't have seen this split election of two equally poor choices.

What really matters? Your family. Yourself. Your loved ones. Not pundits, cable news,
or punch cards.

Hope for the future. Lead for the future.
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