
Act Now!
If there was ever one phrase that can make the difference in an otherwise ordinary life, it
would be this one: "Act Now."

Sure, you can act now, and do something stupid. That probably won't help you in the long
run, but the very act of taking the initiative, setting a plan, and taking action, can
overcome even the start of even the most stupid plan.

The most brilliant plan, never acted on, is worse than a mediocre plan, immediately and
passionately put into play.

I was never a physics expert in college, but I do remember one thing from it: in order to
be defined as "work," there had to be energy used. A rock sitting at the top of a mountain
has a lot of stored energy, but unless it moves enough to fall off the cliff, it's never going
to use that energy. No matter how much intelligence, desire, or courage we may have, if
we never put it into effect, it won't make a bit of difference in the long run.

No amount of courage will make a difference unless you make an effort. No masterpiece
will ever be finished unless you make the first brush stroke. No war will be won if you
don't fight the first battle. No book will be written without the first word.

You don't gain financial independence by never saving money. You don't get good at a
job by not working at it. You don't become a professional unless you work, practice, and
learn. A plan alone is not enough. You must also execute the plan.

"Act Now," comes the cry.

Army General George S. Patton was sometimes controversial, but he gained fame and
glory by the simple use of that concept. He didn't stop to hold committee meetings on
things...he saw his options, formulated a plan, and took action. One, Two Three. The
OPA concept...Options, Plan, Action.

Some delay for fear they might do the wrong thing, or do the right thing at the wrong
time. Either is preferable to knowing the right thing to do, but never doing it.

OPA! Act Now!
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