
The many gifts we've been given
This Monday Motivation is dated for two days before Christmas. Although people of
many faiths and nationalities will read this, please join with me to take this moment,
settle down a bit, and think of the gifts we've been given.

1. We've been given the gift of life.

If you had all the money in the world, you couldn't buy something more valuable than this
-- a life to live. Strange, therefore, that so many people throw away this great gift -- either
through suicide, or by refusing the live their life to the fullest.

Each as presents are opened on Christmas Day and other occasions, people dismiss the
value of the gifts -- just because they didn't have to work for them. Aunt Martha's
fruitcake might be the most wonderful recipe in the world -- but since we didn't purchase
that fruitcake, it's likely to be given to the next visitor that comes in the door. Why?
Because we assign value depending on the amount of work and effort that it takes to
acquire something. No effort, little value; large effort, large value.

It shouldn't be surprising, then, that so many people do not give life the value that it
deserves. So many of us fritter away this great gift of life -- through poor planning, lack of
follow through, or just a negative approach and attitude.

Treasure the first gift you were ever given -- the gift of life.

2. We have the gift of love.

It's the rare person who hasn't been loved, at least once in their life. If a spouse or a
lover didn't extend that love, then a mother or a father certainly did.
Sometime in your life, some person extended that love to you -- and you felt all warm
and tingly inside. It might have been that grade school "girlfriend" you had, or your son or
daughter. Somewhere, somehow, you have been loved.

Never dismiss this great gift, for it is one of the greatest powers in the universe.

This great gift only gets stronger when we give it to someone else.

3. We have the gift of choice.

We have been given the gift of choosing our destiny.

We can choose our path, our direction, our moods, our interests, our skill set, our
outlook, and our abilities.
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Even in the most repressive of societies, people still have the gift of choosing how they
will see the day. Each person has the ability to choose how he or she will view what
comes around them -- for no matter what challenge comes our way, we still have the
ability to choose how we will deal with that challenge.

The gift of choice is the gift the separates us from the "lower" animals. We have the
ability to choose our path -- not merely to follow our instinct.

Choose to succeed, and choose to remember your wonderful gift of choice.

4. We have the gift of optimism.

If you're frequenting Salesstar.com, you're most likely an optimist. If you're not, you're
trying hard to become one. Why is this gift of optimism so important? It's because a
pessimist does few good things, unless he is acting accidentally. Optimists make the
world a better place -- a more livable place -- because they have hope for the future.

5. We have the gift of hope.

You knew this one was coming, didn't you? Many of the greatest writings of the world
talk about hope -- and there's a good reason why. Without hope, we are unlikely to ever
accomplish a single thing. Sadly enough, many people lose hope for a time -- but it's
always there, ready to be found again.

6. We have the gift of vision.

I'm referring here to the vision to see far ahead -- to see what can happen, before it
actually comes to pass. Most of us have this great gift -- but few of us actually take the
time to cultivate it.  Like the latent image that lies on an exposed piece of film, our vision
needs a bit of work in order to be fully developed.

7. We have the gift of challenges.

Problems, challenges -- call them what you will, but they're still an opportunity to excel
with our life. Nobody gets through this life without an occasional problem -- but that
doesn't mean we have to give into them. Problems are made to be solved, obstacles are
made to be surmounted, and mountains are made to be climbed.

Without challenges, we soon lose our focus in life. Cherish the gift of challenges.

8. We have beauty to be observed.

I travel a lot through the desert Southwest of the United States. In contrast to the green,
tree-lined slopes of New England, or the northern states, the desert Southwest is often



devoid of much vegetation. Few "purple mountain majesties" are seen -- the mountains
are often dark red, and largely treeless.

Despite that, the desert has a beauty all its own.

As an occasional landscape photographer, I've learned that each type of terrain has
beauties all its own -- and even on the most bleak of days, beauty can still be found --
often only a short distance away from where you stand.

In this gift, it's not as much the nature of the beauty that counts -- it's the nature of the
observation. We can choose to see beauty in the bleakest of territories, and choose to
see the positive side of the darkest of events.

9. We have the ability to communicate.

Sure, a lot of us communicate better than other people do -- and yet, each of us
communicates something every day. This great gift allows us to share in the joys of other
people, and share our thoughts with them.

I firmly believe that our future joys and successes will come to pass largely because of
how well we communicate.

10. We have the gift of learning.

We have within ourselves the ability to learn constantly and increasingly.  Too many
people choose to cease learning when they graduate from school. We should always
use this great gift, to make ourselves better and better, each and every day.

There you are -- ten gifts, out of many that we receive. Make certain you recognize the
gifts you have for what they are -- and then give those gifts to other people as well.

Salesstar.com's readers come from all over the world, I know many of you may not
celebrate Christmas -- but please allow me to take this moment to thank you for the great
gift you bring to me -- the gift of your continued participation in this positive experiment
that we call Salesstar.com.

From Daryl and Judy Gibson, and from all of the many people who frequent
Salesstar.com, the happiest of holidays to you and your loved ones. Join us next week
for our New Year's Eve message, as we move to 2003.
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